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Learned From Japanese
dooooz22000ddooooooooooooobooooooooooog

| came to Japan for the first time in 1992 for three months intensive training regarding my major in Port and Harbor
Research Institute, Yokohama. For a glance | experienced by my self "what is Japan". | saw at that time that Japan is advance
in wide field of technologies, rich, country with excellent system of transportation reaching even until remote areas.

Three months passed very fast and | had to going back to my homeland. However, good experiences left in my mind is
encouraging me to seek for a chance to return back to Japan. By the willing of God, | succeed getting Monbusho scholarship
in 1994,

Now, almost 5 years | am studying in Japan. Again, | am experiencing Japan, but in more wide angle, during more long term.
Too many things need to be said,but let me tell you some few of them only, in my own simple way. May you learn from them
too.

| want to say that each nation actually has their best sides as well as the worst sites. As well Japan. However, what | learned,
not every nations are able to realize their situation. The Japanese, from my point of view, they are exploring, exploiting, and
enhancing even a small merit they have, and along with this, they are trying to diminish their lacks as handicaps.

| am trying to draw one plain example. | imagined that | will involve in a well-equipped laboratory when | started my graduate
course. Why not? This must be a normal condition for universities in rich and developed country like Japan. But, instead, |
had been startled that our laboratory experiment facilities in my country is better than here. A moment after, a question is
rise. How can they be productive in generating many applied engineering technologies, by only limited facilities? A few
moments later, after a little talk, | guessed something. Actually the complete and excellent the equipment, the greater the
chance to reach the best. Nevertheless, equipment does not mean everything. The most important is how the optimum result
can be gained by the limited facilities. Working is by mind, while facilities are supporters only. No reason to stop the works
because merely limited facilities. Oppositely, no results will produce without mind, although by well-equipped laboratory. That
is the spirit.

Maybe this is not an appropriate example. But at least this is what | learned by my personal understanding.

Lifeand Experiencesin Kagoshima
gooodilinoooooooobogooobooooobon

When | first came to Japan | was really surprised by almost everything, the weather, the city, the culture,
the people and also the language. Japan was a whole new country for me, and | began comparing
everything, from the way Japanese people dress to the prices of the cabbages at Taiyo, and | thought it
would be difficult for me to adjust. But shortly after a few weeks | was astound by the kindness of the
Japanese particularly in Kagoshima that | didn't have much problem adjusting (except for the language).
Also | have learned how to accept and respect their culture and refrain from making an analogy with my
country, then before | knew it things were not that different after all.

Asof now | amin my first year of my masters degree, specializing in food chemistry, at the Department of
Biochemical Science and Technology at the Faculty of Agriculture. In my laboratory, | have learned so
much, not only science but also relationship with my laboratory mates. In as much as they taught me the
Japanese of some English words like toketsu kanso (freeze dry), shiyaku bin (reagent bottle) and others, |
also try to teach them some English words that | knew. In addition to that we have very supportive
professors, Dr. Takayoshi Aoki, Dr. Yasushi Sugimoto and Dr. Hisham R. Ibrahim, who are guiding us
and giving us advises in our respective researches. As | have said earlier | am still in my first year, it
means | till have another year to finish my course, to do experiment, encounter problems, adjusting to the
new 4th year students (which is going to be my 3rd time) and of course having fun.

Kagoshima is one of the most peaceful and hospitable places that | have been to. | am sure al foreign
students like me in Kagoshima are very lucky and thankful that they have the chance to live, witness the
culture, interact with the people, become professionals, eat soba and raw fish and of course drink tea.
Some of us may not know it but Kagoshima had a big effect on what we will be in the future.

In behalf of my wife Lorena (who is also a student in Kagoshima Daigaku), | would like to express my
sincerest gratitude for giving me this opportunity. And to all my fellow foreign students, | wish you good
luck!
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