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Cashless payments, primarily those made through credit cards, electronic money

and QR codes, are becoming increasingly widespread in Japan. Such payment methods
(1)

now account for over 40% of all personal spending in the country, reflecting a growing
trend of consumers carrying little or no cash with them when going out. A number of
issues still need to be addressed, however, especially a growing risk of unauthorized use
of cashless payments and the potential disruption of services during disasters.

In late March, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry reported that cashless
payments in Japan totaled ¥ 141 trillion ($980 billion) in 2024, marking an 11.3%
increase from the previous year. The share of such payments in personal consumption
surpassed 40% for the first time, reaching 42.8%. The government’s target of around
40% of spending to be made via cashless payments by 2025 was therefore achieved
C 7 ).

Cashless payments have continued to grow steadily year by year, with the total for
2024 reaching (A ) times the ¥38.3 trillion recorded in 2010. A breakdown of the
2024 figures shows that credit cards accounted for the largest share of the total, at 82.9%,
while payments based on QR or other codes have expanded rapidly, making up 9.6%.

While electronic commerce has grown, an increasing number of brick-and-mortar
stores now accept contactless credit card payments and smartphone-based apps such as
PayPay, creating an environment more conducive to cashless shopping. The COVID-19
pandemic also accelerated the adoption of cashless payments, as consumers sought to
minimize physical contact during in-person transactions.

From a global perspective, however, Japan’s cashless payment penetration remains
relatively low. According to the Payments Japan Association, South Korea recorded by
far the highest share of cashless payments in 2022, at 99.0%. Japan also trailed
significantly behind China’s 83.5%, Singapore’s 65.6%, Britain’s 64.2%, and the United
States” 56.4%.

The government aims to raise the domestic share of cashless payments to 80% to

2
put the country’s rate among the highest globally. Officials note that expanding cashless
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payments will not only enhance user convenience, but also help reduce cash-handling
costs and alleviate labor shortages.

Still, achieving the government’s target will require overcoming several challenges.
One major hurdle is the high cost borne by retailers, including expenses for installing
cashless payment equipment and the commissions charged by service providers. The
government has called on related industries to collaborate on easing financial burdens
wherever possible.

In addition, credit card fraud remains a serious concern. According to the Japan
Consumer Credit Association, losses from unauthorized use reached a record ¥55.5
billion in 2024, with over 90% of the total attributed to stolen card numbers. In
response, eight credit card companies in Japan announced a joint initiative in March to
crack down on phishing websites.

Moreover, natural disasters can pose a significant risk to cashless payment systems.

A powerful earthquake that struck Hokkaido in 2018 triggered a regionwide power

3)
outage, the first of its kind in the country. With cash registers unable to read product

information or verify credit card details, cashless payments could not be made at many
stores. People without cash were unable to purchase essentials such as food and
beverages, underscoring the risks of relying too heavily on cashless payments.

In a report released in late March, the government announced new damage forecasts
for a potential large-scale earthquake along the Nankai Trough, off the Pacific coast from
central to western Japan. The report warned of the possibility that many consumers
could become “shopping refugees,” stranded without access to essential goods due to
power outages and communication failures.

The report emphasized that measures to ensure the continuity of payment systems
“must be implemented on an ongoing basis.” It also cautioned that system failures
“could affect not only disaster-hit regions but the entire country,” effectively urging

consumers to keep cash on hand in case of emergencies.

(Adapted from “Cashless payments top 40% of consumer spending in Japan,” The

Japan Times. https://www.japantimes.co.jp/business/2025/05/21/japan-cashless-

payments/)
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(A) ahead of schedule (B) behind schedule
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(C) on schedule (D) out of schedule
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(A) Cashless payment may become unusable during a disaster.
(B) The fees for stores that adopt cashless payments are high.
(C) There is a risk of losing a credit card.

(D) People are very anxious about credit card misuse.
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(1) AXTHERENTWEHD%E, UTORREH,L—ORY, ALETELLS

W,

(A) The government is trying to lower the requirements for obtaining credit cards to
make cashless payments more accessible.

(B) Japan is relatively advanced in cashless payments within Asia, but it still falls
short of the levels seen in Europe and the US.

(C) Cashless payments are very convenient and will likely become the only method
of payment in the future.

(D) Cashless payments are widespread among young people, but many elderly people
prefer to use cash.

(E) Even as cashless payments are encouraged, having cash available for emergencies

is essential.
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(Adapted from “Extreme traveler is walking more than 8,000 miles from the UK to
Asia—here’s the exact route he’s taking” by Marissa Matozzo, Published June 6, 2025.
https://nypost.com/2025/06/06/lifestyle/extreme-traveler-goes-viral-amid-8000-mile-

walk-from-europe-to-asia/)
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(A) He has a lot of baggage and a lot of dreams.
(B) He loves traveling light and is following his dream.
(C) He hopes to remain a backpacker for life.

(D) His backpack is an important part of his dream.

(2) THEEBE@NIZTDWT, “logistical nightmares” O BRI L NA % HAGE CaAA L

T3V,

(3) THEEHBIZOWT, ZOMWIZRT 2EZIZTH L LiRRENTWS D,
HAZECIHAL TS Wv,

4 THEEAIZOWT, ZOXKEOMML LTHEFTLATVEDDEITORER
Bir b —D0EY, BETEZLSI W,
(A) Deakin does not understand politics.
(B) Physical challenges are worse than political challenges.
(C) It is tough to walk in extreme heat or cold weather.

(D) Some countries are involved in conflicts.

(6) THEREGIZOWTEEWIZED L ZMEZ DD, HAFETHHL LS W,

6) XF(C A )~( D )OZEMDI>LH, ROFEANSLDIZHEHET AT

&Ny, ETERZLI W,

after a clip appeared on a popular online media site
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Wb DI F (False) 2R &, EEMRMDO T, FOWIrZOTHALE W,
(A) Everyone who reads his blog ends up becoming a fan.
(B) Traveling without the internet would be incredibly challenging.
(C) Walking through his journey, he’s been posting what happened to him through
various mobile networks.
(D) Since danger is an inevitable part of travel, he chose to travel alone.
(E) There were political difficulties in traveling through countries without basic

infrastructure.
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(1) Judy worked very hard, hoping that she would get promoted, but now she thinks she

has hit a ( ) ceiling and won’t go any further in this company.

(A) grass (B) gloss
€ glass (D) green

(2) 1live in a suburban area, so I need to commute ( ) work.
(A) a way long to (B) to a long way
(© to a way long (D) along way to

(3) Despite the challenges, she ( ) finish the project on time.
(A) were able (B) managed
(C) succeeded to (D) managed to

(4)  You won’t understand it ( ) you read the instructions carefully.
(A) as long as (B) in case
(C) unless (D) provided that

(5) Thank you for inviting me, but I ( ) that movie several times already.
(A) had seen (B) have seen
C) see (D) am seeing

(6) Look at those dark clouds! Tt ( ) soon.
(A) rained (B) is raining
(C) rains (D) is going to rain



(7 1¢( ) Emily while I was shopping at the supermarket.

(A) ran into (B) came down
(C) got through (D) fell off
(8) Of all the candidates, he seemed the ( ) likely to win.
(A) least (B) little
(C) more (D) much
9 ( ) in plain Japanese, the documents are good materials for foreign learners

of business Japanese.

(A) Listened (B) Reading
(C) Speaking (D) Written
(0) It is difficult for me to throw things away even if they are out of fashion. ( )

I see my old school bag, I am reminded of my junior high school days.
(A) Al time (B) Every time

(©) No time (D) Some time
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Sachi:

Jin:

Sachi:

Jin:

Sachi:

Jin:

Sachi:

Jin:

Sachi:

Jin:

Hey, Jin! What are you doing? Playing that new game again?

Hi, Sachi! Yeah, it is a lot of fun. You know, ZEF, ¥ 737 — AIZIEELR
(1)

BHo5EED &,

Really? Like what? Aren’t they just a waste of time?

Not at all.( )%7 DY — MFRIEIREEN [ LSR5 EEbNTVWDEA
2
72 X You have to think carefully about how to win.

Hmm, I hadn’t thought of that.

Also, because you play with other people, ¥ — ALV =273 I 2=/ —T =
®))
VEERDITRILDOZ Y TA VT =2 bBHD X, My English has even

improved a bit from playing with people from other countries.

So, you really enjoy playing games, then?

Definitely! £WIHODOHET, BRZIFSLIZD AN VATERET R
WIS ’é%( 5 & 4,

I guess I always just saw the negative side. Maybe I should try one sometime.

You should. You might be surprised.
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1005525 120 FEOHEFETE S LIV, (BERMKED A, BOWITrExOTHE
L)

A: Do you prefer a hobby that you enjoy alone (like reading or painting) or an activity
that you do with other people (like a team sport or a club)? Give two reasons to

support your anSwer.

B: Recently the problem of food loss has become serious. Do you have any ideas for

solving this problem? Give two reasons to support your answer.
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RDIEIL (Does our language influence the way we think?) % Fts, sxFICEZ L

SV,

A surprising number of the things people say about thinking are actually expressed

(1)

as claims about language. People say “We didn’t even speak the same language” when

they really mean that our thoughts were totally different; “I was speechless” nearly
always means that “( 7 )” rather than that my voice stopped working; and so on.

Of course, language and thought are doubtless quite closely related. Language permits
thoughts to be represented explicitly in our minds, helping us reason, plan, remember,
and communicate. It’s communication that gets all the press when we talk about
language, but could it be that the language we use causes us to think in certain ways?

Different languages do put things differently. But does that mean some thoughts
can only be expressed in one language? Is it possible to have thoughts in one language
that can’t be translated into another? Most of the people who think the answer to these
questions is yes turn out to have nothing in mind other than word meanings.

A familiar example concerns color: some languages have far fewer words than
English for naming primary colors. Does this mean their speakers can’t physically
distinguish multiple colors? It seems not. An experiment in the 1960s found that
members of the Dani peop(lze), a New Guinea tribe whose language named only two
colors, were just as good at matching a full spectrum of color chips as English speakers.

But after years of exaggeration, a seductive myth has arisen. People with no
knowledge of Eskimo languages claim that the Eskimos have dozens or even hundreds of

words for snow. They offer no evidence, ( A ) they ignore the fact that English, too,

» €« » <

has plenty of words for snow—words like “slush,” “sleet,” “avalanche,” “blizzard,” and
“flurry.”

Do Eskimo languages really give their speakers—the Inuit and Yup’ik peoples of
Siberia, Alaska, Canada, and Greenland—a unique way of perceiving, unshared by
English speakers? Perhaps it’s true in some subtle way, ( ¥ ) people overstate the

possibility grossly. Some go as far as claiming that your language creates your world for

you, and thus that speakers of different languages live in different worlds.



The idea that our language shapes or determines ( T ) we think is pure
speculation. For one thing, there is surely some thought (in the minds of animals, for
instance) that is done without the aid of language. But in order for you to know there
was a thought that was understandable for a speaker of, for example, Hindi but not for
you as an English speaker, you'd need to have that Hindi thought explained to you.

Take as an example the Hindi word kal. It’s a word that picks out a particular
region of time: if today is the 8th of the month, surprisingly kal refers to either the 9th
or the 7th, depending on the situation. Does that give Hindi speakers a unique and
special sense of time that you can never share, where time is seen as spreading outward
in both directions, and ka/ is one day away from now in either direction? Well, if so,
(& ) Ihave just explained it to you, and that means you can understand it after all.

(& ), it is not impossible that your view of the world may be influenced in
some subtle ways by how your native language tempts you to classify concepts; but that
doesn’t mean that your thought is confined by language, or that there are untranslatable
thoughts that only a speaker of some other language can have. If you find yourself
trying to think an unthinkable thought, don’t blame your language; just think a little

harder.

(Adapted from “Does our language influence the way we think?” by Geoffrey K.
Pullum in The Five-Minute Linguist, ed. by E. M. Rickerson & Barry Hilton, Equinox
Publishing Ltd., 2006)
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A surprising number of the things (A) people say about thinking (B) are

actually (C) expressed as (D) claims about language.

BIROR SHMT LT, ZEM( 7 )ITAZHELBEY L%, MTORER
i b—0 BT, FETEZLI W,
(A) I was astonished
(B) I caught a cold
(C) 1 got nervous in front of people

(D) It was not my turn yet

(3) THEEQ2IzoWT, BEAENTARZEECREIZEDIIIZTEVIZ L Z L

BTEDh, UTORF»L—DRT, SMETEZLI,

(A) Speakers of those languages might actually struggle to name all the colors they
see.

(B) It seems that speakers of such languages cannot match colors correctly.

(C) There is no clear evidence that these speakers are unable to perceive color
differences.

(D) The experiment showed that English speakers performed better than the Dani
people.

(E) Seemingly, the lack of words for colors directly limits how people perceive them.



4) BitROSRD SHIWTL T, ZW(C 1 )~ & DITAZHLBEUKEEE,
UTOBERELL—D2FTOREY, LBTEZLEI WV, 2L, XHIZILDFED,
INCETRRLTHD 9,

(&) and
(B) but
(C) certainly
(D) then
() how

6) AXDOBE L L THROBBEY LU TORRKE»L—D0RY, WETEHERLL

3,

(A) Language helps express ideas but does not restrict thinking, and all thoughts can
be translated with effort.

(B) Language completely creates thought, so speakers of different languages live in
separate worlds.

(C) Language and thought are entirely separate, and humans can think without using
language.

(D) Vocabulary differences fundamentally change thought and worldview, creating
untranslatable ideas.

(E) The number of color words directly affects how well people identify and

remember colors.








